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Treaty Rights and the Indian Act
The Indian Act contradicted with treaty rights when it was enacted in 1876 by aiming to eradicate the culture of First Nationals in Canada through assimilation in a bid to civilize them. The treaty promises included using the land to fish, hunt, and maintain their traditional cultures, which were promises that were never met after the Indian Act was enacted; the First Nation stated that they were not consulted, and they never participated in the forming of the Act. The Act took control over the lives of the First Nation individuals by suppressing their culture and language by defining who was an Indian and was not one (Tait, 2017). It also determined who would live in reserve and who would not. It forcefully enfranchised the indigenous people by making them forego their Indian status in exchange for a right to vote and land. The Act also forced the First Nation's children to attend its residential schools to dissolve their religious beliefs by abolishing potlatch, which was their religious ceremony. Consequently, it also forbade the First Nation from speaking their native language and from leaving the reserve without permission from an Indian agent (Blumm, 2017). 
The impact of the Indian Act on First Nation was adverse because, in a bid to assimilate them, they dispossessed their lands, which resulted in them living in poverty due to discrimination and prejudice. Specifically, they lost their culture and language when the potlatch ceremony was abolished after the forceful assimilation of their children to residential schools and when they were forbidden from speaking their native language (Wilk et al., 2017). The status Indians living on the reserves do not own the land; this makes it difficult for them to borrow money to help in the purchasing of assets. Without status, Indians were not allowed to live on the reserves. Additionally, they were not eligible to get benefits such as sharing in band activities, and the Canadian government did not recognize them as Indians. 
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